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Fun Fact Tidbit 

Did you know that 90% of Texas households agreed that during economic hard times, public 

libraries provide important resources to families and job seekers? — American Library 

Association 

 

Bookmobile Project Update 

The Robert J. Kleberg Express Library has undergone many improvements to the interior of the 

vehicle thanks to Team Ram Rod, the five-man engineering team 

from Texas A&M University – Kingsville (TAMUK).  Since 

May 2012, the Express Library has come a long way in its 

process of being converted from an ambulance to a bookmobile.  

The ambulance was completely gutted of medical equipment to 

accommodate shelves and counters.  Over the spring of 2013, the 

engineering team had one of the most important and challenging 

aspects of the conversion – installing the bookshelves.  Many 

details had to be considered, such as the approximate weight that 

would be on the shelves, the type of material to be used, and the 

modifications required in the vehicle’s body to accommodate the 

shelving.  The team wrapped up the first phase of the project in 

May 2013.  The next phase of the conversion involves completing 

the electrical work inside the vehicle.  Although most of the team 

has graduated and moved on, one of the students remained to 

assist with electrical wiring and other minor interior 

modifications.    The goal for spring 2014 is to enlist a new Senior 

Design Team from TAMUK to finish any remaining work, 

including interior aesthetics.  The vision for the Express Library is 

to offer mobile book and technology services to local and rural 

residents who are unable to visit the Library.  Residents will have 

an opportunity to view the Express Library on October 25, 2013, 

at the City’s 5
th

 Annual Safe Trick-or-Treating & Fall Festival.  

Visitors can get a glimpse of the inside of the vehicle, as well as 

make donations to assist the Library with the conversion project.  

Interested donors are welcome to call the library.  

 

Library Halloween Event 

 

On Saturday, October 26
th
, the library will be hosting a Halloween Program. The event will 

consist of games, crafts, and a costume contest. The activities will be held in the courtyard of the 

library beginning at 10 a.m., with the costume contest beginning at 10:30 a.m. The winners of 

the costume contest will receive a gift basket which will include the book and DVD of the 

Charles Schultz classic “It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown.” 
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